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“If Christians were putting
into their spiritual walk the kind
of discipline that athletes
put into their chosen sport,
the church would be
pulsating with revival life. ”

-Warren Wiersbe
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PRIDE GOES BEFORE FALL

(A study from the life of king Uzziah)

Success can lead to downfall if success is not handled carefully.
That's one of the key lessons we learn from the life of King Uzziah in
2 Chronicles 26. God lifted up Uzziah and made him the King of Judah
when he was just 16 years old (2 Chronicles 26:1). "He did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father Amaziah had done He
sought God during the days of Zachariah who instructed him in the fear
of God" (2 Chronicles 26:5). We come to know three key reasons for
the downfall of a person, from the life of king Uzziah.

1. Downfall COMMENCES when we become proud.

The Bible says "As long as he sought the Lord, God gave him
success"(2 Chronicles 26:5). God helped him (2 Chronicles 26:7) and
his fame spread as far as the border of Egypt because he had become
very powerful (2 Chronicles 26:8). The Bible records, "But after
Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall (2 Chronicles
26:16a). Are we becoming proud of our achievements in life?

2. Downfall CONTINUES when we are unfaithful.

King Uzziah began to think that it was because of his own
abilities that he was successful. "He was unfaithful to the Lord his God,
and entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of
incense" (2 Chronicles 26:16b). Burning the incense in the temple was
the job of the priests but King Uzziah dared to do it. He was disloyal to
God by thinking that he could do anything he wanted to do even if it was
against God's instructions. Are we unfaithful and disloyal to God by
doing things we are not supposed to do?

3.Downfall is COMPLETE when we are unrepentant.

Azariah the priest and 80 other courageous priests pointed out to
King Uzziah his unfaithfulness to God and said, "It is not right to burn
the incense to the Lord" (2 Chronicles 26:18a). They asked him to leave
the sanctuary and warned him that he would not be honoured by God
(2 Chronicles 26:18b). But when he despised the priests' warning and
angrily reacted to them, "...Ileprosy broke out on his forehead"
(2 Chronicles 26:19). The Bible says, "...because the Lord had afflicted
him" (2 Chronicles 26:20b). Are we stubborn at times and refuse to set

right our ways inspite of God correcting and, warning us?
- Adapted
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